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O  F  T  H  E 


VENEREAL  DISEASE; 


WITH 


The  Most  Successful 


METHOD  OF  CURE 

In  its  Several  STAGES: 


b  y  w  h  i  c  H 

The  Patient  may  know  certainly,  whether  he  has  thi 
Difeafe  or  not ;  and  in  what  State  or  Degree. 

with 

The  various  Forms  in  which  an  old  Taint  will  ftiew  itfelf 
and  the  Difeafes  it  will  bring  on,  or  imitate. 

* 

*#*  The  Management  of  a  recent  Clap,  and  of  an  old  Gleet, 
are  here  laid  down  in  fo  plain  a  Manner,  that  any  Man 
may  cure  himfelf  with  Certainty  and  Security;  without  the 
Danger  of  Quacks,  or  Expence  of  Surgeons. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Of  the  Nature  and  Origin  of  the  Dijlemper . 

TH  E  venereal  difeafeaflumesfo  ma¬ 
ny  forms,  that  it  often,  for  a  time,  de«* 
ceives  phyficians.  The  venom  will, 
in  fome  perfons,  remain  a  long  while  where 
it  is  not  fufpe&ed  $  and  in  others,  appear¬ 
ances  will  feem  to  fhew  it  where  it  really 
is  not.  If  the  dodtor  is  fometimes  deceived 
by  this ;  the  patient  is  much  oftener :  and 
’tis  hard  to  fay,  which  is  the  moft  mifera- 
ble  cafe  of  the  two,  a  man’s  fufpedting  he 
has  the  difeafe  when  he  has  not  $  or  con¬ 
tinuing  ignorant  of  it  when  he  has. 

Theintent  of  this  treatife  is  to  prevent  thefe 
miftakes :  to  warn  the  unfufpedting  of  their 
danger,  and  to  remove  the  fears  of  thofe 
who  are  unhappy  without  caufe, 
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The  difeafe  is  now  fo  well  underftood,  that 
it  will  not  be  difficult  to  defcribe  it  clearly,  in 
all  its  appearances;  andwefhall  eftablifh  cer¬ 
tain  marks  by  which  to  know  when  it  is,  and 
when  it  is  not  in  a  confutation  :  thefe  will 
be  laid  down  in  the  fucceeding  chapters 
in  a  few  plain  words ;  that  they  may  be  un¬ 
derftood  with  eafe,  and  retained  in  the 
memory. 

To  this  end  it  tyillbe  proper,  after  fome 
general  obfervations 'on  the  nature  of  the  dif¬ 
eafe,  to  confider  it,  according  to  the  received 
diftindtion,  into  three  kinds  or  degrees,  the 
clap, the  local  and  the  univerfal  pox;  with  the 
fymptoms  of  each,  and  their  beft  treat¬ 
ment.  This  will  give  the  reader  a  tho¬ 
rough  knowledge  of  the  diftemper  :  and 
he  will  then  be  able  to  underftand  more 
perfectly,  the  obfcure  marks  by  which  it 
may  be  difcovered  when  it  is  latent  in  the 
Conftitution  ;  or  when  it  appears  in  the 
difguife  of  other  diforders. 


CHAP. 


chap.  II, 

Of  the  Origin  of  the  Pox. 

A  M0NG  dikafes,  fome  are  univer, 

Phcl  TU  a"VtherS  Peeu!iar  *0 -certain 
P  ceS  The  firrt  are  the  lot  of  human 

e  r  h  rf  ta3n’aS  man>  wherefo- 
Cr.he  refldes5  *e  latter  are  owing  to 
accidents  of  climate,  and  therefore  in  their 
nature  limited  to  the  place.  Thus  the  in- 

itants  f.  the  AlPs  have  Sellings  in  the 
throat;  and  thofe  of  fome  other  countriestheir 

peculiar  maladies.  Thefe  affeft  every  ,e.ie. 
ration  of  mankind  upon  the  fame  ground  - 
ana  are  naturally  confined  to  it :  but  a  difl 

XPbe  7nft  h3SitS  °rigin  fr°m  tIds  caufe 
nay  be  infectious ;  and  then  it  will  be  pro- 

>agaLed  among  other  nations,  whofe  peo- 

;  ha':e  COmmerce  w*h  thofe  where  it  is 
^lginally  produced. 

:if™s'ifi"pifti,ei,woryof'hev“er«i 

•_  t  is  a.oatuial  malady  in  the  idand  of 

£Z°E  BA0r\AfHcanswe'-e  carried  thi- 
' ’  °vEuf-cPeans  knew  the  place,  the  difeafe 
a^among  the  inhabitants:  forColutnhus, when 
I  ^  landed  there,  found  multitudes  mife- 
,bly  ;na"Sled  by  it,  and  periling  under  it. 

Cy  ad>  at  that  tlme>  no  intercourfe  with 
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any  other  nation ;  therefore  they  coukl  not 
have  received  it  from  elfewhere,  nor  was  it 
then  known  in  any  other  part  of  the  world. 

From  the  time  that  other  nations  traded 
to  that  ifland,  this  difeafe  began  to  fpread 
among  them :  the  Spaniards  caught  it  of 
the  natives,  and  gave  it  to  the  French-, 
they  to  the  EngKfb,  and  one  or  other  of  thefe 
to  every  part  of  the  world  where  there  is 
commerce. 

In  1493,  Columbus  returned  from  that 
ifland,  and  brought  with  him  into  Spain 
fome  of  the  natives :  and,  in  the  year 
following,  a  Spaniard  had  the  pox  :  the 
firfl  European  upon  whom  the  difeafe  was 
febn.  He  had  been  with  the  adventurers 
at  that  ifland;  and  he  got  it  there.  Many  of 
the  tailors,  in  the  firft  and  fucceeding  Ex¬ 
peditions,  were  alfo  infe&ed ;  and  they 
fpread  it  faft  among  their  acquaintance : 
fo  that  in  a  few  years,  it  became  univerfal. 

Perhaps  other  iflands,  or  fome  parts  of  the 
continent,  in  equal  latitudes,  and  with  like 
circumftances,  may  alfo  have  it  originally 
among  them :  but  we  cannot  be  fare  of. 
this.  We  know  that  it  was  firft  feen  in. 
that  place ;  and  thence  came  into  Europe . 


CHAP, 
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CHAP  III. 

0/  the  fever al  Degrees  of  the  Difttmper . 

WHEN  the  venereal  difeafewas  firft 
brought  into  Europe ,  it  had  all 
the  force  and  violence  of  the  place  where  it 
was  native;  the  accounts  of  its  fymptoms 
and  of  the  raiferable  death  of  thofe  infeded 
with  it,  are  terrible.  Thefe  felt  it  in  the 
extream  degree;  for  they  received  it  im¬ 
mediately  from  thofe  who  had  it  native  and 
original :  but  from  that  time  to  this,  it 
has  grown  milder.  Our  conftitutions  and 
our  climate  differ  :  the  caufes  which  en¬ 
raged  it  there  are  not  here ;  and  it  became 
milder  than  at  firft,  as  the  Europeans  re¬ 
ceived  it  from  one  another.  'Tis  terrible 
enough  ftill,  but  nothing  to  what  it  was 
when  firft  brought  among  us.  Claps  and 
buboes  appear  dreadful  things  to  us,  but 
they  are  methods  nature  finds  to  throw 
off  the  infedion  in  a  more  favourable  cli¬ 
mate.  The  difeafe  had  no  fuch  fymptoms 
at  firft  in  Europe ;  nor  has  ftill,  where  it 
is  original.  It  is  there  univerfal;  and  eve¬ 
ry  infedion,  is  a  general  pox. 

With  us,  according  to  the  degree  o i 
taint,  or  the  circumftances  of  the  infedion, 

'  B  3  ,  it 


it  appears  fooner  or  later,  and  in  various 
forms  ;  according  to  which,  it  is  called 
by  the  two  names,  of  a  clap  or  a 
pox  ;  but  there  is  alfo  a  third  rational  di- 
ftindion,  which  is  between  a  Angle  vene¬ 
real  appearance,  and  an  univerfal  infedion 
of  the  blood. 

Thus  it  may  be  proper  to  eflablifh  the 
three  kinds  of  the  venereal  difeafe;  th zclap> 
the  local ,  and  the  univerfal  taint .  Thefe 
will  be  explained  under  their  feveral  heads  j 
beginning  with  the  mildeft. 


CHAP.  IV. 

Of  the  Nature  of  the  Venereal  Poifon. 

i 

^'"pHE  difeafe  we  fee  a  rife  s  with  us 
JL  only  from  infedion.  To  know  the 
nature  of  this  infedion,  and  its  conie- 
quences,  we  mud  inquire  what  the  matter 
is  which  gives  it:  and  to  uriderftand  the  fe¬ 
veral  flages  or  degrees  of  the  diftemper,  we 
muft  learn  how  it  is  received  ;  and  what 
is  its  courfe  in  the  body.  The  infeding 
matter  we  call  the  venereal  poifon :  this  is 
contained  in  the  perfon  who  has  the  difor- 
der 5  and  feme  of  it  is  communicated  to 
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him  who  receives  the  infection.  A  ve¬ 
ry  little  of  this  may  give  the  taint:  for  we  fee 
in  other  inftances,  particularly  inoculation, 
that  the  thoufandth  part  of  a  drop  of  the 
infecting  matter,  will  fpread  through  the 
whole  body. 

The  venereal  poifon  is  a  fharp,  corrofive, 
and  inflammatory  fluid,  which  can  be  re¬ 
ceived  only  by  the  tender  parts;  and  which9 
being  received,  produces  firft  inflamma¬ 
tion  in  thofe  parts,  then  a  corrofion  of  their 
fubftance,  forming  ulcers ;  afterwards  hard 
fwellings  in  the  glands,  and  in  the  end  an 
univerfal  taint  of  the  whole  body,  not 
fparing  even  the  bones. 

From  this  we  may  fee  fomething  of  its 
courfe,  and  the  caufes  of  its  various  fymp- 
toms.  It  inflames  and  corrodes  the  part 
where  it  was  received ;  and  in  the  mildeft 
condition,  runs  itfelf  off  there  in  form  of  a 
clap  :  or  it  fixes  in  one  place  on  the  fur- 
face,  forming  an  ulcer,  which  we  call  in 
this  cafe  a  chancre,  and  that  being  cured, 
is  over  :  fo  that  this  is  the  firft  ftage  of  the 
difeafe,  and  he  is  happy  in  whom  it  ends 
thus.  The  firft  cafe  is  a  clap;  the  latter, 
a  local  pox :  when  it  goes  farther,  it  either 
fixes  itfelf  in  the  glands,  or  afcendsinto  the 
blood  and  becomes  univerfal. 


CHAP, 
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XH  A  P.  V. 


Of  the  Manner  wherein  the  Poifon  is  conveyed 
from  an  infected  to  a  found  Perfon . 

THERE  are  many  ways  by  which 
the  venereal  poifon  may  be,  and 
fometimes  is  received  into  the  body  ;  but 
the  general  method  is  by  copulation  :  and 
it  is  thus. 

A  woman,  who  has  the  difeafe,  has  a 
difcharge  of  the  infefted  matter  within ; 
and  the  nut,  or  extremity  of  the  penis, 
which  is  covered  with  a  tender  jfkin,  comes 
in  the  time  of  copulation  where  that  mat-^ 
ter  is.  Sometimes  the  difcharge  in  the 
woman  is  from  a  multitude  of  little  ulcers, 
the  difeafe  in  her  being  no  farther  advanc'd, 
than  to  the  condition  of  a  clap  :  fometimes 
it  is  from  a  larger  and  inveterate  fore,  {he 
having  then  the  pox.  In  either  cafe,  the 
matter  is  received  upon  the  nut ,  and  pene¬ 
trates  into  it.  In  the  firft  of  thefe  dates,  it 
ufually  and  naturally  produces  a  clap  $  in  the 
latter,  a  local  pox,  or  a  chancre  on  the  part. 
To  underftand  how  the  poifon  is  received, 
and  how  it  makes  its  way,  we  muft  know 
fomething  of  the  human  frame. 


Thefe 


[  9  ] 

There  are  difperfed  throughout  the 
whole  body,  a  number  of  veffels  carrying  a 
lymph,  or  watery  liquor,  and  thence  called 
lymphaticks.  Thefe  have  their  origin  in 
very  fmall  threads,  in  all  parts  of  the 
body  ;  and  their  tender  coats  are,  in  thofe 
extream  parts,  of  a  fpungy  fubflance  ;  into 
which  a  thin  fluid  eafily  enters.  Earlier 
writers  thought  thefe  lymphaticks  were 
continuations  of  the  extream  ends  of  the 
arteries;  but  a  better  philofophy,  and  more 
ftridt  anatomical  obfervations,  have  fhewn 
they  are  a  diftindt  fyftem  of  veffels.  Akin - 
fide  conjedtured  this;  and  Hunter  and 
Monro  demonftrated  it.  Thofe  gentlemen 
difpute  the  honour  of  the  difcovery ;  but 
perhaps  both  deferve  it  :  It  appears  that 
Dr.  Monro  found  them  in  Scotland ,  and 
wrote  his  thoughts,  which  Dr.  Hunter 
afterwards  faw  :  but  before  he  faw  that 
writing,  himfelf  alfo  made  the  fame  dif¬ 
covery.  Their  concurrent  teftimony  proves 
the  fadt. 

V 

The  way  in  which  thefe  veffels  are  fup- 
plied,  is  this :  the  extream  ends  of  the  ar¬ 
teries  are  in  the  fame  manner  fpungy  in  their 
fubflance,  and  before  they  begin  to  return 
in  form  of  veins,  a  thin  watery  fluid  is 
difcharged  thro’  this  loofe  part  of  their 

coats. 


coats;  the  blood  returning  thicker  in  the 
veins. 

This  thin  fluid  is  difcharged  into 
the  cellular  membrane  of  the  body  ;  and 
it  is  that  which  is  feen  in  vapour  when  the 
fiefh  is  cut.  The  fpungy  ends  of  the 
lymphatics  arife  in  the  fame  place,  and 
they  receive  this  loofe  fluid.  They  carry 
it  to  the  glands,  where  it  undergoes  fome 
change  ;  and  from  thefe  it  is  fent  up  to 
the  thoracic  dud:,  and  thence  given  again 
to  the  circulating  blood. 

This  is  the  courfe  of  nature;  and  thus 
much  being  known,  the  manner  wherein 
the  venereal  poifon  is  received,  will  be 
eafily  underftood  ;  as  well  as  its  paflage 
afterwards  in  the  body.  If  a  drop  of  it 
fhould  be  laid  upon  the  back  of  the 
hand,  or  in  any  place  where  the  ikin  is 
thick  and  unhurt,  it  would  not  penetrate 
or  do  any  harm  ;  but  if  it  were  laid  upon 
the  lips,  or  the  nipple  of  a  female  bread;,  or 
if  the  fldn  of  the  hand  were  wounded  to 
receive  it,  it  would  immediately  enter  and 
give  the  difeafe  ;  for  in  thefe  cafes  the  ends 
of  the  lymphaticks  are  within  its  reach. 

Thus  it  is  nurfes  receive  infedion 
from  a  fucking  child,  born  of  infeded  pa¬ 
rents  ;  and  thus  perfons  have  been  poxed 
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by  killing  the  lips  of  difeafed  women  ;  or 
by  the  indecent  ufe  of  a  cut  finger.  The 
final  1  pox  may  be  given  by  any  of  the  fame 
means :  the  wound  in  this  laft  cafe  anfwers 
the  purpole  of  the  fcratch  made  for  inocu¬ 
lation  ;  and  that  difeafe  may  be  given  by 
laying  a  thoufandth  part  of  a  drop  of  the 
matter  from  a  puftule  upon  the  lips,  or  on 
the  nut  of  the  penis, 

Thefe  lymphaticks  are  the  veffels  which 
in  either  cafe  receive  the  infedion :  and 
where  the  fkin  is  thin,  they  are  in  a  manner 
naked  and  therefore  it  can  reach  them  eafily. 

There  is  no  part  of  the  body  where 
there  are  more  of  thefe  veffels  than  on  the  nut 
of  the  penis :  they  lie  with  their  fpungy 
ends  in  vafi:  numbers  there,  juft  under  the 
fkin,  and  that  is  fo  tender,  that  the  matter 
eafily  gets  admittance. 

When  there  is  within  the  woman  a  con¬ 
firm’d  ulcer  or  charier e ,  the  matter  from 
this  touching  the  nut,  fixes  itfelf  there, 
corrodes  the  furface  at  once,  and  makes 
fuch  an  ulcer  as  that  from  whence  it 
fprung  :  there  it  fixes,  and  if  the  quantity 
were  fmall,  perhaps  it  goes  no  farther* 
This  is  a  local  pox,  and  the  chanere  being 
well  cured,  the  mifchief  ceafes.  But 

if 
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if  the  quantity  of  matter  be  great  within 
the  woman,  and  it  be  difeharged  by  many 
leffer  and  lefs  envenom’d  ulcers,  it  pene¬ 
trates  the  ifkin,  gets  into  thele  veflels,  and 
having  gone  a  little  wav,  it  corrodes  them? 
and  difcharges  itfelf  with  their  contents, 
diftempered  by  it,  into  the  urinary  paffage; 
whence  it  runs  out  in  a  clap :  and  ufually 
this  goes  no  farther. 

If  the  woman  has  been  in  a  very  con* 
firmed  ftate  of  the  difeafe,  and  the  matter 
within  her  has  been  ftrongly  poifonous, 
as  well  as  large  in  quantity ;  then  while 
fome  of  it  corrodes  the  veflels  in  the  paf¬ 
fage,  fome  part  alfo  is  carried  forward  into 
the  body,  with  the  proper  fluid  of  thofe 
veflels:  this  reaches  the  glands  of  the  groin* 
and  there  forms  fwellings,  which  are  called 
buboes :  Or  perhaps  part  of  it  pafling  yet 
farther,  riles  at  length  with  the  lymph  to 
thoracic  dud:,  and  is  thence  delivered  to 
the  blood,  and  all  becomes  infeded.  The 
firft  cafes  are  claps,  or  the  local  pox;  this  lall 
is  the  moil  terrible  kind,  the  univerfal  lues* 

The  circumftances  are  fo  various,  that  the 
eonfequence  can  never  be  diredly  known. 
Ufually  the  matter  either  corrodes  the  lym- 
phaticks  in  their  paffage,  or  fixes  on  the 

glands 
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glands  next  above;  in  which  cafe  runnings 
and  buboes  follow :  but  fometimes  it  rifes 
at  once  to  the  thoracic  duct,  and  mixes 
with  the  blood  without  any  of  thofe  fymp* 
toms.  This  make  a  latent  univerfal  pox,  and 
is  the  mo  ft  deplorable  of  all  the  ftages. 
The  mifchief  is  unfufpeded  ;  and  by  that  , 
time  it  appears,  is  too  confirmed  to  give  way 
to  any  but  the  moft  powerful  remedies,  and 
the  full  courfe  of  medicine. 


CHAP.  VI. 

Of  a  Clap . 

A  Man  lying  with  an  infeded  woman, 
in  the  moft  common  ftage  of  the 
difeafe,  a  great  deal  of  the  venereal  poi- 
fon  comes  upon  the  fkin  of  the  nut .  This 
is  fo  tender,  the  matter  foon  penetrates  thro" 
.it;  and  there  lie  juft  under  it  the  fpungy 
ends  of  the  lymphatick  veffcls :  into  thefe 
it  enters,  and  immediately  infeds  their  pro¬ 
per  contents.  All  the  lymph  contained  in 
thofe  parts  of  the  veflels,  is  thus  converted 
into  a  kind  of  venereal  poifon. 

Thefe  lymphaticks  in  their  courfe  to¬ 
wards  the  glands  of  the  groin,  form  a  mul¬ 
titude 
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titude  of  minute  glands  of  their  oWfly 
which  open  by  fmall  mouths  into  the 
urethra  or  paflage  of  urine,  and  keep  it 
moift  by  a  continual  fmall  difcharge  of  a 
glutinous  humour,  or  vifcid  lymph. 

This  is  their  office  in  a  ftate  of  health, 
but  it  is  altered  in  the  infeded  perfon. 
Thefe  minute  glands  of  the  urinary  Paf- 
fage  are  the  firft  the  poifon  reaches :  it 
inflames,  fwells  and  corrodes  them  ;  and 
foon  the  difcharge  from  them  becomes 
large  in  quantity  and  tainted.  This  is  a 
clap  :  and  often  the  whole  poifon  fixes 
here,  and  goes  no  farther.  By  degrees  it 
is  wafhed  away  by  the  great  quantity 
of  lymph  fent  thither,  affifled,  by  medi¬ 
cines  and  temperate  living ;  and  fo  ends 
the  difeafe :  the  blood  never  having  re¬ 
ceived  any  infedion. 

Our  climate  and  way  of  living  favour 

this,  and  alfo  the  mitigation  of  the  diftem- 

per,  by  having  paffied  thro*  many  jfuch 

conflitutions.  We  have  obferved  they 

* 

know  of  no  fuch  thing  where  the  difeafe 
is  native.  Every  man  there  that  is  in¬ 
feded,  is  poxed  abfolutely :  nor  did  we 
know  what  this  flight  degree  of  the  diftemper 
was,  till  it  had  been  half  a  century  among  us. 


CHAP. 
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C-H  A  P.  VII. 


I 


1 The  Symptoms  of  a  Clap. 


HEN  a  man  has  lain  with  an  in 


fefted  woman,  and  the  venereal 


poilon  has  been  received  in  liich  a  manner 
as  to  produce  a  clap,  the  fymptoms  come 
on  thus. 

On  the  fourth  day  after,  there  appears  the 
beginning  of  a  running  :  fometimes  this 
comes  on  the  third  day,  and  in  other  cafes 
not  till  after  a  week  or  more ;  but  the  fourth 
day  is  the  moft  ufual  and  natural  time. 

The  difcharge  at  firft  is  fmall  in  quantity, 
and  fcarce  at  all  acrimonious,  for  the  poifon 
has  but  juft  infedted  thofe  glands  from 
which  it  is  made ;  and  ’tis  their  own  vifcid 
lymph  which  flows  from  them  little  alter’d. 
This  produces  a  tickling  in  the  paflage,  and 
fouls  the  extremity  of  the  penis. 

This  is  the  firft  lignal  of  the  diforder  :  as 
the  running  encreafes,  it  gathers  more  acri¬ 
mony,  and  foon  there  is  felt  a  forenefs  at  the 
end  of  the  paflage :  this  gapes  more  than  na¬ 
tural,  and  there  comes  on  a  violent  tickling 
and  itching,  with  heat  all  over  the  part  and 
particularly  in  making  water.  The  next  ftage 
is  coniiderable  pain,  the  part  grows  hard  and 


inflamed  $ 


inflamed;  the  difcharge  is  yellow,  and  forties 
times  green  ;  acid  and  painful  ;  and  the 
urine  is  voided  with  difficulty  and  pain. 
There  comes  on  an  unnatural  defire  of  co- 

Y 

pulation;  and  hence  has  arifen  the  fatal 
folly  of  men  debauching  children,  under 
an  opinion  that  they  ihould  get  rid  of  the 
difeafe. 

The  iymptoms, after  this  time, all  encreafe: 
the  pain,  the  heat  of  urine,  and  involuntary 
erection.  The  root  of  the  penis  grows  hot 
and  inflamed,  and  often  the  end  or  nut  is 
bent  or  pulled  downwards.  The  difcharge 
grows  larger  in  quantity,  and  more  acrid 
and  difcoloured ;  and  fometimes  it  is  (freak¬ 
ed  with  blood.  This  arifes  from  the  (harp- 
nefs  of  the  humour  eating  through  the 
coats  of  fome  of  the  fmali  veflels. 

When  the  difeafe  has  kept  in  this  date 
three  weeks  or  a  month,  the  fymptoms  be¬ 
gin  to  abate ;  and  they  afterwards  go  off  in 
the  fame  manner  as  they  came  on.  The 
inflammation  becomes  lels  violent,  the  parts 
refume  their  natural  condition,  the  dif¬ 
charge  grows  lefs  in  quantity,  and  lofes 
its  foul  colour ;  till  by  degrees  the  matter 
becomes  white,  thick  and  tough  :  there  is 
no  longer  any  pain  in  making  water ;  ands 
a  little  after  this,  the  running  ceafes  en¬ 
tirely,  This 
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This  is  the  natural  courfe  of  the  clap* 
When  it  is  regularly  managed,  and  is  at¬ 
tended  with  no  extraordinary  lymptoms.  He 
who  has  the  diforder  in  that  ftate,  and  finds 
it  go  off  in  fuch  a  manner,  needs  be  in  no 
future  fear:  he  may  be  aflured*  that  he 
is  perfectly  cured. 

There  are  other  accidents  which  may 
bring  on  a  difcharge  from  this  part,  but 
without  any  thing  infectious ;  particularly 
an  immoderate  ufe  of  venery,  though  with 
a  found  perfon :  but  the  difcharge  in  this 
cafe  is  not  difcoloured,  nor  do  the  pain¬ 
ful  fymptoms,  before  mentioned,  come  on. 
A  few  days  reft  performs  the  cure ;  for 
nature  foon  recovers  herfelf  without  medi¬ 
cines. 

The  cure  of  a  clap  is  alfo  eafy ;  but  the 
great  care  is  to  take  it  early :  negleCt,  or 
a  dependance  upon  improper  medicines* 
will  give  it  time  to  fix  itfelf,  and  then  the 
cure  is  more  tedious,  and  the  confequences 
worfe  -y  there  remain  fears  in  the  paflage, 
where  the  ulcers  were  healed  ;  or  a  dis¬ 
charge  follows,  which,  though  not  vene^ 
real,  weakens  the  perfon ;  and  is  very  trou- 
blefome,  and  difficult  to  be  thoroughly 
(topped.  This  is  called  a  gleet :  it  never 

C  appears 
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appears  but  when  the  difeafe  has  been  vio¬ 
lent  $  and  a  thousand  times  rifes  from  neg- 
led:,  for  once  of  neceffity. 

r-  i  i— - 1.  .  .  ■  '  "  . . . 1  1  — . .  | 

CHAP  VIII. 

The  Method  of  Cure. 

THE  moft  fafe,  eafy  and  effedual 
cure  of  a  clap  is  this.  As  foon  as 
it  is  perceived,  bleed  at  the  arm  feven 
ounces :  this  will  prevent  the  violence  of 
the  inflammation,  and  give  the  medicines 
more  power.  Obferve  a  careful  diet,  eating 
nothing  high  feafoned,  nor  ftrong  meats : 
avoid  cold,  and  ufe  little  exercife;  drink 
no  wine,  and  do  not  fo  much  as  think 
of  women. 

There  is  a  little  wild  white-flower’d 

mallow,  the  roots  of  which  are  excellent  in 

:  ' 

this  difeafe.  It  is  neither  the  common 
mallow  nor  the  marfh  mallow  >  but  is  fre¬ 
quent  on  wafte  grounds,  and  is  like  the 
common  kind  in  all  relpeds,  but  that 
the  whole  plant  is  fmaller,  and  the  flowers 

-  ‘  /  V’  1 

are  white.  All  the  mallows  have  a  mucila- 

(  •  '•  w  i  ''  [  ‘  ;  j  .  '  ) }  N  u  ■  ;  *  *  i  *  '  v  v .  , 

ginous  quality,  but  this  has  feme  aftringency 
alfo  with  it  j  and  is  peculiarly  ufeful  in  this 

difeafe. 
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difeafe.  Slice  a  pound  of  the  root,  and 
pour  upon  it  a  gallon  of  boiling  water:  when 
this  is  cold,  ft  rain  off  the  liquor,  and 
fweeten  it  with  a  little  fugar.  There  will 
be  iomewhat  more  than  three  quarts  of  the 
infufion  :  mix  with  it  a  pint  of  milk,  and 
let  this  be  the  common  drink.  It  muft  be 
taken  warm  $  and  this  quantity  fhould  be 
drank  in  the  four  and  twenty  hours. 

At  night,  take  thirty  five  grains  of  powder 
of  rhubarb;  and,  from  time  to  time,  ufe  an 
injedion  of  linfeed  tea  and  milk.  To  make 
this  pour  a  pint  of  boiling  water  upon  an 
ounce  of  whole  linfeed,  and  when  cold, 
ftrain  it  off,  and  mix  equal  parts  of  milk 
and  of  this  liquor.  This  fhould  be  ufed 
after  every  time  of  making  water :  and  if 
the  part  be  in  pain,  let  fome  of  the  fame 
liquor  be  warmed,  and  hold  it  a  confidera- 
ble  time  in  it ;  wafhing  it  gently,  without 
violent  rubbing,  and  getting  fome  of  it  be¬ 
tween  the  nut,  and  the  fkin  which  co- 

t  *  *  “ 

vers  it. 

This  is  a  very  gentle  and  eafy  courfe  i 
here  is  no  mercury,  nor  any  thing  that  can 
hurt  the  conftitution ;  yet,  by  this,  a  com¬ 
mon  clap  will  always  be  managed  in  the 
beginning  fafely  and  fuccefsfully.  There 

C  2  will 
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will  be  very  little  pain,  and  no  danger. 
Quietnefs  and  drift  temperance  m aft  be 
continued  ;  and  every  other  night  the  dole 
of  rhubarb  muft  be  taken.  If  the  cafe 
be  violent,  and  the  inflammation  does  not 
give  way  to  this,  the  bleeding  muft  be  re¬ 
peated  ;  and  a  pultice  of  bread  and  milk, 
with  a  little  pounded  linfeed,  muft  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  part  often,  warm. 

Thefe  methods  will  encreafe  the  run¬ 
ning;  and  that  is  intended;  the  danger 
would  be  that  it  fhould  flop  ;  violent  ex- 
ercife,  intemperance,  or  a  cold,  will  at 
any  time  reftrain  it ;  and  then  one  of  the 
tefticles  immediately  fwells,  or  fome  fuch 
mifchief  follows.  But  if  thefe  irregula¬ 
rities  be  avoided,  the  difeafe  is  regularly 
conquered.  The  manner  is  this :  the  mal¬ 
low  decoftion  drank  in  this  large  quantity 
dilutes,  and  adds  a  great  deal  of  a  foft 
mufilaginous  lymph  to  the  blood  ;  part  of 
this  is  difcharged  from  the  ends  of  the  ar¬ 
teries  in  the  Penis,  and  received  into  the 
lvmphaticks,  by  which  the  venereal  poifon 
was  firft  received.  Thus  the  medicine  is 
conveyed  to  the  ulcerated  parts  by  the 
fame  courfe  that  the  infeftion  was ;  and  the 
great  quantity  of  this  medicated  lymph  de- 

lutes> 
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lutes,  and  wafhes  away  the  poifbn.  That 
would  have  infeded  the  reft  of  the  lymph 
if  its  quantity  had  been  fmall :  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  this  great  drain  of  it  conquers  the 
venom,  and  its  medicinal  effed  heals  by 
degrees  the  ulcers.  In  the  mean  time 
the  far  greater  part  of  it  is  difcharged  by 

urine,  and  that  urine  itfelf  is  turned  into  a 

» 

medicine  by  the  power  of  the  root.  It  is 
not  yellow  and  acrid  as  ufual,  but  clear  like 
water,  foft,  and  mufilaginous.  The  infide 
of  the  paffage  is  the  ulcerated  part,  and 
this  urine  wadies  and  foments  it ;  whereas 
urine,  in  the  common  date  of  the  body, 
would  have  inflamed  and  irritated  the  part, 
encreafing  the  complaint. 

The  difeafe  is  only  in  this  part,  and  thefe 
medicines  take  efted  immediatelv  upon  it  > 
the  urine  in  the  very  paffage,  and  the  lymph 
in  the  veffels  from  behind:  the  injedion  alfo 
affifts  in  the  fame  fervice  ;  and  thus  it  can¬ 
not  be  but  that  the  fymptoms  muff  all 
grow  milder ;  the  low  diet  alfo  preventing 
an  increafe  of  the  inflammation.  In  the 
place  of  this,  the  common  pradice  is,  to 
give  mercury,  and  ftrong  purges.  Thefe 
are  both  diredly  contrary  to  the  rational 
method  of  cure  ;  and  accordingly  they 

C  3  bring 
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bring  on  wotfe  fymptoms.  It  is  to  this 
wrong  courfe  of  medicines  we  owe  the 
common  opinion  of  the  obftinacy  of  claps, 
and  the  difficulty  of  their  cure.  Nothing  is 
more  eafy 3  but  thefe  improper  medicines 
encreafe  the  complaint.  We  would  have  the 
patient  underftand  all  as  he  goes  on  3  and 
not  only  know  what  things  are  right,  what 
wrong,  but  alfo  for  what  reafon.  Rough 
purges  difturb  the  whole  frame,  which 
fhould  be  kept  quiet ;  and  all  mercurials 
*  encreafe  inflammation. 

How  long  the  method,  here  directed,  is 
to  be  continued,  cannot  be  fixed 3  for  it 
depends  upon  the  degree  of  the  infedfion  3 
but  the  patient  will  fee  plainly  when  it  has 
anfwered  the  intended  purpofe.  The  painful 
fymororns  which  foon  diminiffi,  will  by 
degrees  go  off ;  the  urine  will  pafs  with¬ 
out  pain,  the  part  will  become  cool,  and 
the  difcharge  will  be  lefs,  and  that  not  ill 
coloured  :  the  lymph  will,  in  a  great 
meafure,  fall  into  its  natural  courfe  to 
the  thoracic  dudt,  inftead  of  ouzing  out  at 
the  little  ulcers. 

Nothing  is  required  now,  but  to  take 
off  the  flux  of  it,  which  yet  comes  upon 
the  parts  3  and  to  heal  perfedtly  thofe  ul¬ 


cers 
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cers.  The  dodrine  of  revulfion  comes  in 
place  on  this  occafion  :  and  the  danger  of  • 
inflammation  being  over,  brilker  purges 
may  now  be  ufed.  Every  third  day  take  a 
dofe  of  phyfic,  till  three  have  been  ufed :  the 
bed  is  the  beforementioned  quantity  of  rhu¬ 
barb,  quickened  by  twelve  grains  of  powder 
of  jalap  ;  and  let  this  be  worked  off  with  the 
decodion  of  mallows.  Let  mercury  be 
carefully  avoided ;  it  will  encreafe  all  the 
fymptoms,  and  have  many  other  bad 
confequences. 

If  by  thefe  purges,  a  regular  cool  diet, 
quietnefs,  and  the  continuance  of  the  for¬ 
mer  method  all  the  time,  the  inflammation 
wholly  goes  off,  and  no  painful  eredions 
happen;  no  trouble  from  making  water, nor 
any  tickling  in  the  part,  the  difcharge  will 
be  lefs  and  lefs,  and  it  will  at  the  end  grow 
white  and  thick.  In  this  cafe  balfams  are 
all  that  are  farther  neceflary.  The  mod 
effedual  is  this :  mix  up  a  fcruple  of  pow¬ 
der  of  rhubarb  with  as  much  balm  of 
Gilead  as  will  make  it  into  a  bolus.  Take 
this  every  night. 

If  balm  of  Gilead  cannot  be  had,  balfam 
of  Capiviy  or  even  turpentine  will  fupply 
its  place  ;  but  that  of  Gilead  is  the  mod 

elegant 
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elegant,  and  the  beft.  After  taking  this  three 
times,  the  balfam  may  be  ufed  alone,  and 
thus  the  cure  will  be  compleated. 


CHAP.  IX. 

Of  a  more  Obfiinate  Clap . 


HAT  has  been  defcribed  in  the 


V  V  preceding  chapters,  is  the  natural 
ftate  of  a  clap,  when  there  are  no  particu¬ 
lar  bad  fymptoms :  but  fometimes  the  de¬ 
gree  of  infection  having  been  greater,  or 
the  conftitution  worfe  than  ordinary,  the 
venom  will  not  go  off  in  this  eafy  manner. 
This  makes  what  we  call  an  obftinate  clap. 

In  fome  cafes  alfo  worfe  fymptoms  come 
on.  That  ftate  of  the  difeafe  may  be 
called  a  complicated  clap,  and  fhall  be 
confidered  in  the  n6xt  chapter:  in  this 
we  treat  of  that  which  is  common,  but 
more  difficult  of  cure 5  in  which  no  new 
fymptoms  appear,  but  thofe  which  are 
ufual  in  the  mildeft  kind,  do  not  go  off 
by  the  former  method. 

The  courfe  having  been  begun  in  the 
way  before  directed,  if  the  pain  and  in¬ 
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flammation  will  not  give  way,  the  bleed¬ 
ing  muft  be  repeated  a  third  time,  and  the 
diet  reduced  ftill  lower.  Eat  nothing  but 
chickens;  keep  your  chamber 5  and  drink 
more  of  the  decodtion. 

By  thefe  means  the  fymptoms  will  be 
reduced,  though  more  flowly  than  in  the 
other  cafe.  Omit  the  rhubarb  ;  and  keep 
the  body  open  by  gentle  glyfters.  There 
feems  a  naftinefs  and  trouble  in  thefe,  but  it 
is  eafily  avoided.  There  is  certainly  fome- 
thing  very  offenfive  to  delicacy,  in  fuffering 
a  glyfter  to  be  given  by  another  perfon  : 
but  nothing  is  fo  eafy  as  a  man’s  doing  it 
for  himfelf,  and  then  all  the  objection  va- 
nifhes.  The  glyfter  need  be  nothing  but 
three  quarters  of  a  pint  of  the  mallow  infu- 
fion,  with  a  fpoonful  of  brown  fugar,andtwo 
fpoonfuls  of  fallad  oil.  It  muft  be  thrown 
up  juft  warm.  The  pewterers  fell  a  large 
fort  of  fyringe  for  this  purpofe,  and  a  man 
may  give  it  to  himfelf  wdthout  pain  or 
trouble.  The  French  have  found  this ;  and 
they  ufe  it  on  all  occafions,  even  the  ladies 
for  a  complexion.  The  eftedt  is  very  be¬ 
neficial  in  the  prefent  inftance  :  nothing 
cools^the  body  fo  well ;  and  it  produces  the 
efifedt  of  a  purge  without  irritation. 


# 
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If  the  fymptoms  do  not  give  way  to  this* 
the  bleeding  mu  ft  be  again  repeated;  and 
the  infufion  of  mallows  muft  be  made  into 
an  emulfion,  by  beating  a  good  quantity  of 
melon  feed  and  fome  fweet  almonds  to  a 
pafte,  in  a  marble  mortar,  and  grinding 
this  with  fome  of  the  infufion,  till  it  makes 
a  liquor  like  Orgeat.  Two  ounces  of  melon 
feed,  and  an  ounce  of  almonds,  will  be 
enough  for  three  pints  of  the  liquor  ;  this 
will  make  it  very  pleafant,  and  more  ef¬ 
fectual. 

By  a  regular  ufe  of  thefe  means,  the 
inflammation  will  be  got  oyer,  and  the  ob~ 
ftinacy  of  the  difeafe  fo  far  conquered  :  it 
will  be  brought  to  the  fame  ftate  as  the 
other,  tho’  with  more  time  and  care;  and 
then  kis  proper  to  proceed  in  the  fame 
manner ;  by  revulfion  firft,  and  aferwards 
by  halfamicks. 

When  the  pain  and  inflammation  are 
over,  and  the  running  is  become  very  con- 
ftderable  in  quantity,  and  lefs  virulent ;  let 
the  infufion  be  taken  regularly,  and  the  in¬ 
jection  before  defcribed  ufed;  and  now  take 
a  dofe  of  rhubarb.  This  will  have  fufEcient 
effeCt  without  the  jalap,  becaufe  the  bowels 

will 
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will  be  difpofed  to  obey  the  impulfe,  by 
the  former  ufe  of  glyfters. 

Repeat  this  purge  three  or  four  times,  at 
two  or  three  days  diftance ;  and  conftantly 
take  the  mallow  drink,  and  live  low. 

By  thefe  means  the  difeafe  will  be  yet  far-r 
ther  reduced,  and  the  matter,  which  is  dif- 
charged,  will  grow  lets  in  quantity  and 
whitifh  ;  and  all  the  bad  fymptoms  will  go 
off.  The  balfams  mult  then  be  given  in 
the  fame  way  as  direded  before,  and 
milk  muft  be  eaten  at  lead:  twice  a  day  :  it 
will  reflore  the  conftitution,  and  take  off 
the  remaining  acrimony  of  the  blood. 

As  the  fymptoms  have  been  obftinate  in 
the  beginning  of  the  difeafe,  the  running 
will  in  thefe  cafes  be  fo  in  the  end  :  pro¬ 
bably  the  balfams  will  not  flop  it.  In  this 
ftate  recourfe  muft  be  had  to  injedions ;  and 
the  following  will  anfwer  the  purpofe  fafely 
and  effedually :  Put  into  a  mortar  the 
yolk  of  an  egg,  and  a  large  fpoonful  of 
balfam  of  capivi ;  mixt  them  perfedly 
together,  then  rub  in  by  degrees  half  a  pint, 
of  lime  water,  and  three  fpoonfuls  of  honey 
of  rofes.  Ufe  a  little  of  this  warm  with  a 
fyringe,  after  every  time  of  making  water. 
It  will  perfed  the  cure. 
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CHAP.  XII. 

Of  a  complicated  Clap . 

TT  ITHERTOwe  have  confidered  the 
JLJl  clap  limply,  and  in  its  own  proper 
and  natural  condition,  whether  a  more 
gentle  or  more  obftinate  one :  but  worfe 
fymptoms  will  fometimes  mix  themfelves 
with  it;  and  fome  alteration  will  then  be 
required  in  the  manner  of  cure. 

We  will  fuppofe  in  this  cafe,  the  firfl:  fymp¬ 
toms  to  come  on  as  ufual,  and  the  patient 
to  have  conducted  himfelf  in  the  manner 
before  dire&ed  ;  but  he  will  find  in  this 
worfe  ftate  the  fymptoms  encreafe  upon 
him,  notwithftanding  that  courfe :  the  in¬ 
flammation  will  become  greater,  the  pain 
in  making  water  intolerable,  and  the  parts 
hard  and  univerfally  in  agony.  In  this  cafe, 
whether  it  be  owing  to  the  conftitution,  or 
the  degree  of  infection,  there  is  danger  of 
the  worft  confequences :  the  inflammation 
will  in  a  great  meafure  prevent  the  running, 
and  the  ulceration  will  become  more  violent. 
The  bleeding  muft  be  repeated,  the  courfe  of 
life  mull  be  lower  then  in  the  other  cafe,  and 

the  infufion  of  mallows  drank  in  greater 

quantity 


■  *  [  29  ] 

quantity.  Chicken  broth  fhould  be  the  prin¬ 
cipal  no-urifhment ;  a  piece  of  boil’d  chicken 
the  only  folid  food:  and  the  perfon  muft  re¬ 
gularly  keep  in  his  chamber.  Every  morn¬ 
ing  and  evening  take  the  emalfion,  inftead 
of  the  plain  infufion ;  and  to  the  evening 
dofe  add  half  an  ounce  of  fyrup  of  diaco- 
dium.  The  glyfter  directed  in  the  former 
chapters,  muft  be  given  twice  in  the  four 
and  twenty  hours ;  and  a  pultice  of  bread 
and  milk  with  bruifed  marfhmallow  root5 
and  pounded  linfeed,  muft  be  applied  fre^ 
quently  warm  to  the  penis. 

By  thefe  means  the  inflammation  and 
ftiffnefs  of  the  parts  will  go  off,  and  the 
running  will  encreafe  ;  it  muff  be  favoured 
by  large  quantities  of  the  mallow  drink* 
and  by  low  diet :  and  fomething  more  will 
be  neceflary  than  in  the  former  cafes,  for 
plainly  there  is  more,  and  worfe  ulcera¬ 
tion.  Tho’  mercury  be  altogether  unnecef- 
fary,  in  either  the  mild  or  limply  more  ob~ 
ftinate  clap,  it  will  be  needful  here,  for  the 
cafe  is  fomething  worfe.  Where  there  is 
this  violent  ulceration,  the  clap  has  fo 
much  of  the  venereal  poifon,  that  it  comes 
toward  the  nature  of  a  local  pox.  The 
diftinftions  cannot  be  abfolute,  becaufe  the 

three 
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three  diforders  differ  only  in  violences  the 
taint  being  the  fame  in  all  :  they  rife  b¥de- 
grees;  and  this  is  the  condition  which 
conneds  the  clap  and  local  pox.  ■ 

Wherever  mercury  is  not  neceffary,  it 
does  harm  in  thefe  diforders ;  for  where  the 
venom  might  have  been  thrown  off  with- 
out,  it  never  fails  to  obftrud  thofe  ope-* 
rations.  But  all  know  mercury  is  needful 
in  certain  ftages  of  the  venereal  difeafe  ;  and 
this  is  one  of  them. 

There  is  great  difference  between  mer-5 
cury  in  its  native  date,  and  when  prepared 
by  chymifts.  But  this  difference  is  only  in 
its  fafety,  for  the  efficacy  is  the  fame  in 
whatever  form :  mercury  is  mercury,  how¬ 
ever  it  be  given;  and  it  will  cure  the  vene¬ 
real  difeafe  with  certainty,  crude,  as  well  as 
prepared.  A11  ounce  or  two  of  the  crude 
mercury  may  be  taken  without  harm  ;  but 
there  are  preparations  of  which  one  grain 
is  fatal.  The  chymifts  give  even  the  worft  of 
thefe,  and  many  are  deftroyed  by  them : 
but  none  need  take  them ;  fince  the  other  is 
as  efficacious.  Mr.  Bromjield  has  excel¬ 
lently  explained  this,  at  the  end  of  that 
ufeful  pamphlet  he  wrote  about  the  Night 
Shades. 


For 
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For  thefe  reafons,  as  mercury  is  to  be 
ufed  in  this  inveterate  ftate  of  a  clap,  we 
prefer  the  crude  mercury,  and  let  the  pa¬ 
tient  take  it' in  this  manner:  Put  into  a 
mortar  five  drams  of  quickfilver,  and  two 
drams  of  thin  Strajburg  turpentine  ;  rub 
thefe  together  till  the  quickfilver  is  nolonger 
feen ;  then  add  of  the  cathartick  extradt 
four  fcruples,  and  powder  of  rhubarb  a 
dram  $  beat  it  all  well  into  a  mafs ;  take 
four  pills  of  this  as  big  as  peafe  every  other 
night. 

’  ’  '  \  +*  A  *  /  «  >  4-  X  «"  v  ••  ,  X  At*  , 

At  the  fame  time  mix  mercury  alfo  into 
an  injection  in  the  following  manner.  Put 
into  a  mortar  half  an  ounce  of  quickfilver, 
and  the  fame  quantity  of  balfam  of  capivi ; 
rub  them  together  till  the  quickfilver  is 
killed ;  then  put  in  the  yolk  of  an  egg,  and 
rub  them  well  again  ;  by  degrees  add  half 
a  pint  of  rofe  water,  and  ufe  this  a  fpoonful 
at  a  time,  with  a  fyringe. 

All  the  other  methods  muft  be  followed 
in  the  fame  manner  as  before  diredted,  and 
this  injedtion  ufed  after  every  time  of  mak¬ 
ing  water.  Thus  mercury  will  be  applied 
two  ways,  immediately  to  the  ulcers,  and 
thro*  the  blood  :  the  fafety  of  thefe  medi¬ 
cines  cannot  be  doubted  $  for  the  firft  is 

diredted 
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directed  in  the  difpenfatory  of  the  college 
of  phyficians,  and  the  other  is  in  conflant 
ufe  in  our  hofpitals.  The  way  they  are 
here  diredted  to  be  ufed  is  the  moft  fafe  of 
all. 

When  taken  carelefly  thefe  pills  will,  like 
all  other  mercurials,  make  the  mouth  fore  : 
but  in  this  way  of  drinking  the  mallow  in- 
fufion,  all  the  time,  the  mercury  does  its 
full  bufinefs,  and  is  carried  off  by  urine, 
fo  that  it  never  affedts  the  mouth  at  all.  If 
in  any  particular  conftitution  it  fhould,  all 
that  is  needful  is  to  omit  the  pills,  and  take 
a  brifk  purge  of  rhubarb  and  jalap;  nothing 
is  fo  effedtual. 

Thus  the  virulence  of  the  difeafe  will 
in  a  little  time  be  conquered,  and  there 
will  remain  only  a  gleet,  as  from  the 
other :  only  in  this  cafe  it  will  be  more  ob- 
ftinate,  becaufe  the  ulceration  has  been 
worfe. 

Therefore  when  the  pains  and  inflam¬ 
mation  are  gone,  and  the  running  is  thick 
and  fcarce  at  all  coloured,  go  every  morn¬ 
ing  into  the  cold  bath :  and  take  the  fol¬ 
lowing  medicine.  Put  into  a  mortar,  an 
ounce  and  an  half  of  balfam  of  capivi. 
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and  the  yolks  of  three  eggs ;  grind  thefe 
well  together,  and  mix  with  them  thiee 
quarters  of  a  pint  of  common  water : 
take  three  fpoonfuls  of  this  for  a  dofe,  and 
repeat  it  every  eight  hours. 

Probably  this  will  perfedt  the  cure;  if  not, 
ufethis  injedtion.  Boil  an  ounce  of  pome¬ 
granate  rind  in  a  quart  of  water,  till  it  comes 
to  half  a  pint ;  rub  to  powder  in  a  mortar  a 
dram  and  a  half  of  the  white  troches  of 
rhafes,  and  twelve  grains  of  white  vitriol :  ufe 
fomeof  this  as  an  injedtion  after  every  time  of 
making  water,  and  continue  the  cold  bath 
and  the  balfam,  and  the  cure  will  foon  be 
compleated.  This  is  the  management  of 
a  clap  in  all  its  ftages ;  and  this  way  it  will 
be  cured  with  abfolute  fafety. 

Thus  far  the  patient  may  take  care  of 
himfelf.  If  his  fortune  do  not  fuffer  him 
to  employ  a  furgeon,  he  may  thus  keep 
out  of  the  hands  of  quacks :  and  he  who 
has  a  furgeon,  may  fee  alfo  by  this  method 
whether  he  be  treated  rightly  by  him. 
This  is  the  moft  effential  knowledge ;  for 
a  clap  is  ten  thoufand  times  caught,  for  a 
pox  once :  and  it  is  in  this  cafe  only  that 
the  paticnt'^an  depend  entirely  upon  him¬ 
felf,  The  hand  of  a  furgeon  is  necefiary, 
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when  the  difeafe  comes  to  the  next  ftage, 
which  we  call  a  local  pox;  and  when  it  is 
univerfal,  the  phyfician  will  be  wanted. 
However  it  may  even  then  be  ufcful  to  the 
patient  to  know  what  is  right,  that  he  may 
feethefe  follow  it.  But  before  we  enter  upon 
this,  it  will  be  proper  to  mention  the  feveral 
accidents,  that  fometimes  come  on  in  the 
worft  cafes  of  a  clap,  or  from  bad  conduit 
under  the  cure  of  it.  The  occafions  being 
known,  the  patient  may  be  upon  his  guard 
to  avoid  them;  but  when  they  come  on, 
he  will  require  affiftance  from  the  furgeom 


CHAP.  XI. 

Of  Swellings  of  the  7 ejlicles . 

i  i  » 

HE  tefticles  may  fwell  in  venereal 


8  cafes  from  two  caufes ;  firft,  from 
an  improper  flopping  of  the  running,  and, 
fecondly,  from  a  latent  pox.  Of  the  firft 
kind  it  is  we  are  to  fpeak  here  ;  the  other 
will  have  its  place  hereafter. 

If  the  running  be  fuddenly  flopped  in  a 
clap,  one  or  both  the  tefticles  fwell ;  and 
grow  painful  and  inflamed.  Irregular  li¬ 
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ving  is  the  general  caufe  of  this,  fo  that 
tis  eafy  to  avoid  it.  He  who  manages  him- 
felf  according  to  our  directions,  will  not 
fall  Into  the  danger*  Violent  exercife,  or 
high  food,  or  ftrong  liquors,  will  bring  on 
a  fever,  for  the  time,  and  occafion  this : 
therefore  they  are  all  to  be  avoided.  This 
is  always  the  cafe  when  the  tefticles  fwell 
during  a  clap.  When  the  fame  mifchief 
happens  without  any  running,  it  is  probably 
from  an  univerfal  pox.  The  fwelling  from 
a  clap  is  more  painful  and  violent*  but  it 
is  eafily  cured*  Whatever  brings  on  the 
running  again,  takes  off  this*  for  when  the 
poifoned  lymph  can  be  difcharged  at  the 
urethra,  it  does  no  other  mifchief. 

Therefore  take  the  diforder  in  time; 
nay,  it  may  be  prevented,  when  otherwife 
certainly  coming  on,  by  proper  care.  Thus 
if  the  running  flops  fuddenly  while  the  di- 
feafe  is  at  its  height,  a  fwelled  tefticle  is  to 
be  expedted  *  therefore  proceed  immedi¬ 
ately  as  if  it  were  fwelled :  be  blooded *  drink 
more  plentifully  of  the  mallow  infufion  ; 
and  have  a  glyfter  once  in  eight  hours :  eat 
no  folid  food  :  let  veal  broth  be  the  flrong- 
eft  nourifhment,  and  this  without  fpice. 

The  running  will  return  upon  this*  and  if 

D  3  the 
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the  tefticle  has  not  began  to  fwell,  it  will 
be  prevented :  if  it  has,  it  will  be  brought 
down.  If  once  bleeding  be  not  fufficient, 
this  muft  be  repeated ;  but  ufually  nothing 
more  is  needful.  If  the  pain  be  violent, 
apply  a  poultice  made,  as  before  direfted, 
of  crumb  of  bread,  with  linfeed,  and  marfh- 
mallow  root.  Sometimes  matter  will  be 
formed,  in  which  cafe  no  diredion  can  be 
ufeful :  the  patient  can  do  nothing  for  him- 
felf ;  he  muft  have  a  furgeon,  and  let  him 
get  a  good  one. 
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CHAP.  XII. 

V  —  ■  ,  ■  *  > 

Of  BUBOES . 

ABUBOE  is  a  fwelling,  ufually  in 
the  groin,  on  one  or  both  fides* 
and,  like  the  fwelling  of  the  tefticle,  it 
may  arife  either  from  a  clap,  or  be  an  ab- 
folute  fymptom  of  the  pox.  When  it  rifes 
in  the  courfe  of  a  clap,  and  upon  a  flop¬ 
ping  or  diminifhing  of  the  running,  it  is 
to  be  confidered  as  a  fymptom  of  a  clap 
alone  5  and  ’tis  of  that  buboe  we  treat  here  * 
the  other  will  come  in  courfe  hereafter. 

X  .  If 
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If  a  perfon  who  has  a  clap  manage  him- 
felf  carefully,  he  will  efcape  this  trouble  i 
but  if  by  too  much  exercife,  or  irregularity 
of  living  he  flops  the  running,  he  will  fome- 
times  perceive  a  fmall  fwelling  in  one  or 
both  groins,  with  a  little  heat  and  pain. 
He  muft  be  very  quiet,  for  exercife  will 
encreafe  it  :  he  need  not  be  afraid  of  dif- 
perfing  buboes  thus  brought  on,  for  they 
will  leave  no  mifchief  behind;  but  in  thofe 
which  come  after  infedtion  without  a  Tun¬ 
ing,  or  which  arife  from  an  old  taint,  another 
method  is  to  he  ufed.  The  furgeon  muft 
ripen  and  open  them,  for  the  caufe  is  an 
abfolute  pox ;  local  in  the  firft  cafe,  and 
in  the  other  univerfal. 

When  the  buboe  comes  on  in  the  courfe 
of  a  clap,  take  immediately  to  your  cham¬ 
ber,  be  blooded,  live  very  low,  and  drink 
plentifully  of  the  mallow  infufion:  take 
alfo  the  following  purge. 

Put  into  an  earthen  pipkip  fix  drams  of 
tamarinds,  and  two  drams  of  cream  of 
tartar;  add  a  pint  and  an  half  of  waters 
boil  this  till  about  a  pint  is  left  ;  then 
put  in  a  dram  of  fena  :  take  it  imme¬ 
diately  off  the  fire,  and  let  it  fland  all 
night.  In  the  morning  fweeten  it  with  an 
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ounce  of  fyrup  of  violets,  and  drink  the 
drained  liquor  warm,  at  two  dofes. 

As  the  buboe  has  in  this  cafe  arifen  from 
ill  condudt,  this  will  take  off  the  tendency 
to  inflammation ;  and  the  common  method 
of  cure  muft  be  purfued  according  to  the 
degree  of  the  difeafe.  There  are  cafes  in 
which  the  buboe  will  not  be  taken  down 
this  way  :  but  very  feldom.  In  this  ftate  a 
furgeon  muft  be  called  in ;  for  if  the  fwelling 
muft  come  tQ  a  head,  it  is  his  proper  bu- 
finefs. 


CHAP,  XIII. 

* 

Of  an  Inflammation  of  the  P  evince  urn. 

TH  E  perineum  is  that  part  between 
the  root  of  the  penis  and  the  fun^ 

dament.  It  is  common  to  feel  heat  and 
pain  in  this  place  during  the  courfe  of  a 
clap  but  iometimes  this  goes  much  farther. 
We  have  feen  buboes  and  fwelled  tefticles 
may  rife  from  a  ftoppage  of  the  running,  by 
irregular  living ;  and,  from  the  fame  caufe, 
this  part  will  fometimes  be  inflamed,  and, 
|f  care  be  not  taken,  matter  will  be  form'd 
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in  it.  This  will  require  a  furgeon’s  hand# 
as  the  fwelled  tefticle  or  buboe,  when  they 
come  to  the  fame  date;  but  he  is  very 
much  to  blame  who  fuffers  it.  Bleed  as 
fcon  as  this  inflammation  is  perceived,  and 
ufe  the  other  precautions  before  directed  : 
live  low;  and,  if  all  this  will  not  fucceed,  call 
in  the  furgeon. 


CHAP.  XIV. 

% 

Of  the  Local  Pox. 

THE  next  degree  of  the  venereal  di- 
feafe  to  a  complicated  clap,  is  a  local 
pox ;  and  this  often  appears  in  the  fame 
form,  as  the  fymptoms  of  an  ill-treated 
clap.  An  univerfal  pox  alfo  may  fhew  itfelf 
in  the  fame  way ;  therefore  it  is  the  more 
effential  to  diftinguifh  them :  this,  as  the  firft 
appearances  are  the  fame,  can  only  be  done 
by  circumftances.  Thus  a  buboe,  or  a 
fwelled  tefticle  may  be  a  local  pox;  as  well 
as  a  fymptom  of  a  clap,  or  an  attack  of  an 
univerfal  pox.  The  patient  will  know  his 
cafe  by  thefe  diftindtions.  If  a  buboe,  or 
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welled  tefticle,  come  on  in  the  courfe  of  a 
fclap,  when  the  running  is  by  any  means 
flopp'd,  it  is,  as  before  obferved,  only  a  fymp** 
tom  of  the  ill-managed  clap.  If  either  of 
theiecomeon  after  lying  with  an  infeded  wo** 
man,  without  any  running,  the  cafe  is  a 
local  pox  ;  if  they  appear  when  the  perfon 
has  not  lain  with  a  fufpeded  woman  a  long 
time,  they  are  the  figns  of  an  univerfal 


pox. 

A  chancre  is  of  the>  fame  nature.  If  it 
attends  a  clap,  it  fhews  ’tis  a  very  bad  kind  5 
but  the  laft  method  will  cure  it.  If  it 
appears  after  lying  with  a  proflitute,  with¬ 
out  any  running,  it  is  a  local  pox  5  and,  if 
it  break  out  without  this  caufe,  it  is  a  fign 
of  ap  univerfal  pox.  Thus  a  local  pox 
may  cpnfift  only  in  a  buboe,  a  fwelled  tef¬ 
ticle,  an  abfcefs  in  the  perinasum,  or  a 
chancre.  The  manner  of  their  appearances 
fhews  what  they  are,  and  the  perfon  is  to 
treat  himfelf  accordingly.  A  clap  he  may 
cure  without  affiftance  from  any  of  tfle 
faculty  $  but  thefe  worfe  diforders  he  muft 
not  meddle  with  :  Tis  eafy  for  an  unfkilfuj 


perfon  to  turn  a  local  into  an  univerfal  pox. 
We  (hall  not,  therefore,  tell  him  how  to  ma* 
hirnfelf  $  but  only  how  he  may  under- 
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(land  his  cafe  with  certainty,  for  the  fatif- 
fa&ion  of  his  own  mind  j  and  know,  whe¬ 
ther  thofe  he  employs  treat  him  properly. 


CHAP  XV. 

Of  a  Buboe  from  immediate  Infe&ion, 

BUBOES  are  fwellings  of  the  glands 
in  the  groin :  when  they  appear  after 
lying  with  a  proftitute,  and  without  a  clap 
or  running,  they  are  the  pox  fixed  in  that 
place  j  and  not  yet  mixed  with  the  whole 
blood.  They  muft  be  brought  to  a  head 
and  opened,  and  fo  the  poifon  will  be  dis¬ 
charged,  and  the  perfon  cured.  If  they 
go  back,  it  gets  into  the  blood,  and  the 
thorough  pox  follows. 

The  firft  fymptom  of  thefe  buboes  is  a 
hard  fwelling,  which  encreafes  flowly,  and 
grows  at  length  to  the  bignefs  of  an  egg,  or 
larger.  A  buboe  of  this  kind  may  be 
cured  by  mercurial  medicines,  and  no  taint 
left  in  the  blood :  but  ’tis  difficult,  and  a 
thorough  pox  is  often  the  confequence  o£ 
attempting  it :  therefore  it  is  vaftly  beft  to 
ripen  it,  and  difcharge  the  poifon.  To 
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this  purpofe  the  patient  muft  keep  his  room ; 
poultices  of  ripening  ingredients  muft  be 
applied  very  frequently ;  and  when  the 
matter  is  formed,  and  has  remained  ripe  a 
little  while,  thebuboe  muft  be  opened.  All 
this  is  the  bufinefs  of  the  furgeon,  there¬ 
fore  we  do  not  direct  particulars.  The 
buboe  may  be  opened  by  a  cauftick  ;  but 
the  beft  way,  and  the  leaft  painful,  is  by  the 
knife  :  and  Jtis  beft  to  make  two  inciftons 
crofswife  of  one  another.  This  is  done  at 
once,  and  the  reft  is  only  drefling.  Cau- 
fticks  may  be  neceffary,  if  there  be  any 
collolities :  and  if  the  bottom  remain  hard, 
mercurial  ointments  will  reduce  it.  The 
pox  will  run  itfelf  off  thus,  as  fafelyas  by 
a  running  in  a  clap  ;  and  the  perfon  need 
be  in  no  fear  of  mifchief  afterwards. 
But  if  the  furgeon  fhould  be  ignorant, 
very  bad  confequences  may  happen  from 
his  treatment  of  it  after  opening. 

CHAP.  XVI. 

Of  a  fwelledTeJlicle  from  immediate  Infection* 

IF  the  tefticle  fwell,  and  grow  inflamed 
after  commerce  with  a  fufpedted  perfon, 
and  without  any  running,  ’tis  a  local  pox, 
oran  abfolute  pox  fixed  in  thatpart:  nothing 

flaould 


[  43  J 


fhould  be  done  to  repel  it ;  but  the  courfe  of 
nature  followed  in  ripening  it  by  poultices, 
with  the  addition  of  drawing  ointments. 
When  the  matter  is  formed,  it  muft  be 
let  out  by  the  knife :  but  in  this  cafe  the  in- 
cilion  muft  not  be  large  nor  deep;  it  fhould 
be  juft  fo  much  as  is  neceflary  to  let  out 
the  matter ;  but  care  muft  be  taken  to  pre- 
ferve  the  tefticle.  This  may  be  done,  if 
no  bad  fymptom  come  on  3  but  if  there  be 
danger  of  a  mortification,  or  if  the  tefticle 
be  hardened,  fo  as  to  threaten  a  cancerous 
fore,  it  muft  be  taken  out.  ?Tis  to  no 
purpofe  to  preferve  what  cannot  be  of  ufe; 
and  the  perfon  may  fave  his  life  at  the  price 
of  caftration.  Where  the  tefticle  can  be 
faved,  mercurial  ointments  are  the  great 
refource ;  but  this  local  pox  is  an  uncom¬ 
mon  cafe ;  ’tis  more  natural  to  happen  from 
an  univerfal  venereal  taint,  and  the  fafeft 

way  will  be  to  treat  the  cafe  in  that  man¬ 
ner  ;  regarding  this  only  as  a  fymptom. 


CHAP.  XVI. 

Of  C  HA  N  C  R  E  S. 

HANCRES  are  a  kind  of  ulcers 


peculiar  to  the  venereal  difeafe :  they 

fometimes  come  on  at  once  from  the  com¬ 
merce 
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fierce  with  an  infected  perfon,  and,  in  that 
cafe,  they  are  a  local  pox.  •  Sometimes, 
they  break  out  without  any  late  occaflon, 
and  are  fymptoms  only  of  a  general  pox^ 
We  treat  here  of  thofe  chancres,  which 
arife  immediately  from  the  commerce  with 
an  infected  perfon,  and  which  are  a  local 
pox. 

They  appear  upon  the  nut,  or  the  fkiu 
which  covers  it  5  or  the  little  ligament  there, 
called  the  frsnum.  They  are  fmall  and  not 
deep,  but  hard;  fpreading  and  obflinate. 
They  rife  from  the  infefted  matter  remain¬ 
ing  upon  the  part,  and  confequently  thofe 
who  wafh  after  a  fufpedted  interoourfe, 
rarely  have  them .  Sometimes  one  of  thefe 
appears  alone  ;  but  oftener,  many  one  by 
another. 

The  firft  appear  ance  is  a  fin  all  pimple. 
This  grows  red  and  painful,  and  rifes  to  a 
point.  Soon  after  the  point  or  head  finks 
in,  and  the  top  looks  white  and  flat,  as  a 
thin  fkin.  A  little  after  this  an  opening  is 
formed  in  the  centre  by  the  fharpnefs  of 
the  matter,  and  the  pimple  becomes  an 
ulcer  or  chancre.  It  runs  with  a  fharphu-  | 
mour,  and  eating  away  on  every  part,  it 
grows  larger,  wider,  and  fomewhat  deeper  : 

the 
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the  edges  grow  hard :  and  thus  is  a  true 
chancre  formed;  which,  if  negledted, 
fpread  with  violent  pain.  Thefe  encreafe  in 
number  as  well  as  bignefs ;  for  every  drop 
of  the  matter  difcharged  from  them,  that 
fixes  itfelf  upon  the  part,  produces  a  new 
one. 

The  reft  of  the  fymptoms  follow  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  degree  of  the  taint.  If  that  be 
moderate,  the  chancre  keeps  of  a  round 
lhape,  and  fpreads  but  flowly ;  but  if  the 
poifon  has  been  more  powerful,  it  fpreads 
quick  and  irregularly,  and  with  more  pain. 
The  white  matter  at  the  bottom  of  the 
chancre  will  keep  its  colour,  when  the 
chancre  is  mild,  and  the  edges  will  be  lefs 
hard  :  but,  in  worfe  cafes,  the  lips  will  be 
hard  as  horn;  the  difcharge  a  Iharp  water? 
and  the  matter  at  the  bottom  will  be  black- 
ilh  or  bloody. 

The  patient  will  thus  know  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  his  difeafe,  but  the  furgeon  mull 
be  called  in  for  a  cure.  He  will  diftinguifh 
by  the  appearance,  as  well  as  by  the  pa¬ 
tient’s  account,  whether  the  chancre  be 
truly  a  local  pox ;  and  if  it  be,  he  will  pro¬ 
ceed  to  the  cure,  without  the  methods  ne- 
ceflary  in  a  confirmed  cafe.  The  firft  care 


is 
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is  to  cleanfe  the  parts  by  fomentation?,  and 
frequent  walking.  Then  they  are  to  be 
carefully  deterged  $  and  then  the  nard  lips 
taken  down,  and  the  part  healed.  This 
the  common  method  of  their  bufinefs 

teaches. 

But  it  may  be  necefTary  to  give  one  cau¬ 
tion  to  the  patient.  As  the  local  and 
univerfal  pox  are  nearly  allied,  and 
danger  is  very  great  of  fuppofmg  a  cure 
is  performed,  when  it  is  not,  mercuiy 

fhould  always  be  ufed* 

It  is  neceffary  to  keep  his  chamber  in 
all  thefe  cafes  5  and  the  ufe  of  mercury  re¬ 
quires  little  more.  The  Pills  before  directed 
fhould  be  taken  ;  and  mercurial  ointment, 
by  a  little  at  a  time,  rubbed  in.  Drinking 
plentifully  of  our  mallow  drink,  will  give 
this  a  tendency  to  go  off  by  urine  5  and  the 
mouth  will  not  be  affefted  by  it.  This 
courfe  fhould  be  followed,  while  the  lur- 
geon  is  bringing  the  parts  to  a  due  ftate* 
and  afterwards  there  will  be  little  trouble  in 
taking  a  decodtion  of  Sarfaparilla.  This 
is  the  true  advice ;  the  confinement  is  ne- 
ceffary ,  whether  that  courfe  be  ufed  or  no  s 
and  there  is  little  trouble  in  it,  therefore  it 

fhould  always  be  done.  The  local  pox 

fhould 
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fhould  be  treated  as  a  difeafe  of  the  very 
fame  kind  with  the  univerfal,  only  differing 
in  degree  ;  and  the  patient  will  not  only  be 
fecurely  cured  by  this  method,  but  he  will 
know  he  is  fo. 


CHAP.  XVIII. 

Of  a  Univerfal  Pox. 


LITTLE  need  be  faid  as  to  the  cure 

of  an  abfolute,  confirmed,  and  uni« 

verfal  pox,  for  the  patient  would  be  mad 

if  he  fhould  truft  to  his  own  care  in  this 

cafe ;  and  the  practice  is  too  well  known 

for  the  meaneft  furgeon  to  need  diredtions : 

but  it  is  of  vaft  importance  to  the  patient  to 

know  certainly  whether  he  has  the  difeafe 

* 

in  this  date,  and  in  what  degree  :  for  even 
in  this  general  taint,  there  are  degrees  of 
violence.  To  fhew  this  is  the  purpofe  of 
the  prefent  chapter. 

It  is  impoffible  to  fay  what  is  the  firft 
fymptom  of  a  confirmed  pox,  for  it  appears 
in  various  forms ;  and  it  is  difficult  there¬ 
fore  to  know  when  it  is,  and  when  it  is  not, 
in  the  body;  therefore  the  more  care  fhould 
be  ufed  in  the  enquiry.  If  chancres  break 

out 
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out,  or  buboes  rife,  without  any  late  com¬ 
merce  with  proftitutes,  the  perfon  may  be 
fure  he  has  an  univerfal  pox ;  but  it  will  lie 
long  hid,  before  it  fhews  itfelf  in  that  man¬ 
ner.  If  he  give  the  pox  to  another,  he 
may  be  fure  he  has  it.  If  what  be  taken 
to  be  a  recent  local  pox  will  not  give  way 
to  the  common  remedies,  it  is  another  fign. 
If  the  hands  crack  and  chop  ;  if  the  hair 
falls  off;  and  if  obftinate  eruptions,  ring¬ 
worms,  and  inflamed  pimples,  frequently 
appear,  and  the  ufual  medicines  will  not 
cure  them,  it  is  a  very  fufpicious  fign. 
Spots  between  the  fhoulder,  and  upon  the 
breaft.areanother  fymptom.  Aforethroatis 
often  a  certain  mark,  efpecially  if  there  be 
little  ulcers  in  the  mouth  and  nofe  at  the 
fame  time.  Pains  in  the  night,  which  no 
medicines  will  abate,  are  another  fhrewd 
fymptom ;  efpecially  if  the  pain  be  per¬ 
ceived  in  the  bone,  and  the  bone  feels  as  if 
it  were  broke.  Swellings  and  rottennefs 
of  the  bones  are  alfo  fymptom  s  of  this  di- 
feafe.  Finally,  hard  fwellings  of  the  glan¬ 
dular  parts. 

The  molt  obvious  and  moil  certain 

figns  of  all  are  ulcers,  fwellings  and 

excrefcences  upon  the  parts,  where  the 

infedtion  was  contracted.  If  fuch  ap¬ 
pear 
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pear  without  any  late  caufe,  the  pox  is 
plainly  in  the  blood.  As  to  the  others,  no  one 
of  them  {hould  fright  the  patient  lingly* 
but  if  two  or  more  are  felt  together, 
there  is  great  caufe  for  fufpicion:  and  if 
before  this  time  the  perfon  has  had  a  bubo 
ill  managed,  a  clap  carelefsly  flopped,  or 
chancres  that  have  been  cured  without  far¬ 
ther  care,  he  may  be  fure  the  cafe  is  a 
confirmed  and  univerfal  pox. 

According  to  the  number  and  violence 
of  thefe  fymptoms,  he  will  know  whether 
it  be  in  the  extream  degree,  or  in  a  fome- 
what  more  moderate  kind :  if  the  latter, 
he  may  depend  upon  the  method  men¬ 
tioned  by  Mr.  Bromjield ,  of  throwing  in 
gradually  a  great  quantity  of  mercurial 
ointment,  and  carrying  it  off  by  urine  3  but 
if  it  be  in  the  extream  degree,  nothing 
will  cure  him  except  a  falivation ;  nor  that 
perfectly  without  farfaparilla  afterwards. 
Let  him  go  to  the  operation  with  regula¬ 
rity,  and  drink  that  decodtion .  made  very 
flrong  for  feven  weeks  afterwards.  This 
decodlion  {hould  be  made  of  two  ounces 
of  farfaparilla  root,  in  two  quarts  of  wat et 
boiled  to  one  quart,  and  that  quart  drank 
every  day  for  three  weeks,  and  a  pint  every 
day  for  the  four  following :  thus  he  will 

E  be 
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be  perfectly  and  thoroughly  cured  ;  and  no 
otherwife. 


CHAP.  XVII. 

Of  the  venereal  taint  appearing  in  Form  of 

other  Difeafes , 

WE  propofed  to  (hew  the  patient 
how  he  might  know  where  the 
venereal  difeafe  was,  and  where  it  was  not* 
the  fir  ft  is  very  plainly  done  by  the  preceding 
rules  3  but  if  thefe  fymptoms  do  not  ap¬ 
pear,  the  other  cannot  be  concluded  from 
thence  with  fafety  :*  for  the  pox  may  be  in 
theconftitution,  and,  though  it  does  not  (hew 
itfelf  in  its  own  fhape,  may  produce,  or  put 
on,  the  form  of  other  difeafes. 

The  pox  often  appears  in  the  likenefs  of 
the  scurvy  ;  the  gums  are  fore,  and  break 
out  into  ulcers  5  and  purple  fpots  appear  upon 
the  fhins.  When  fuch  a  cafe  has  been  long 
taken  for  the  fcurvy,  the  nofe  is  attacked, 
and  it  is  found  too  late  to  be  this  curfed  dif- 
temper.  To  know  it  in  better  time,  let 
the  perfon  examine  ftridtly,  whether  he 
has  any  other  fymptom  of  the  pox,  or 
whether  he  has  been  ill-cured  of  that  di- 
feafe.  If  either  of  thefe  be  the  cafe,  the 
fconer  he  takes  the  mercury  the  better 

What 
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What  is  called  the  rheumatism  often 
is  the  pox.  To  know  whether  this  be  the 
cafe,  befide  the  Ariel  examination  before 
directed,  obferve  whether  the  pain  grows 
worfe  with  the  heat  of  the  bed  :  if  fo,  it 
is  -  a  fhrewd  fign,  for  rheumatick  pains  are 
eafier,  when  the  perfon  is  warm. 

The  sciatica  is  very  often  only  an  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  confirmed  pox ;  and  it  will 
be  difcovered  in  the  fame  manner. 

Gouty  pains,  as  they  are  called,  are 
often  venereal :  but  as  to  the  gout  itfelf 
there  is  no  miftaking.  When  that  difeafe 
appears  in  a  regular  fit,  the  pox  has  no¬ 
thing  to  do  with  it. 

Head  achs  very  often  are  a  difguifed 
pox.  We  know  what  remedies  take  effedt 
upon  them  in  the  common  courle  of  prac¬ 
tice,  and,  if  thefe  fail,  there  is  fome  reafon 
to  fufpedt  this  latent  caufe;  the  more,  if 
there  be  a  heavinefs  with  the  pain,  and 
frequent  fits  of  abfolute  ftupidity.  In  fuch 
cafe  let  the  perfon  examine  the  cafe  ftridHy. 
If  the  pox  fhews  itfelf  by  other  fvmptoms, 
or  he  have  reafon  to  think  from  former  in- 
fe&ion  that  may  be  the  cafe,  he  trifles  with 
himfelf,  in  expecting  relief  from  any  thing 
but  mercury ;  and  the  fooner  he  applies  to 
that,  the  better. 

E  2 


Convulsions 
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CIonV'ULSjgns  and  epileptick  fi  is 
are  fometimes  appearances  only  of  the  pox ; 
and  therefore,  in  fotne  cafes,  mercurials, 
and  thofe  medecines  only,  cure  them.  Tis 
difficult  to  know  when  thefe  rife  from  a  ve¬ 
nereal  taint,  and  when  they  are  original  di- 
feafes:  but  if  other  fymptoms  of  the  pox 
appear  at  the  fame  time,  ’tis  plain  that  dif- 
temper  is  united  with  them  ;  and  if  the  per— 
fon  never  had  thefe  diforders,  before  he  fell 
in  the  way  of  the  pox,  he  has  juft  caufe 
to  think  they  are  only  the  venereal  taint  in 

that  form. 

In  the  fame  manner  let  him  judge  of 
deafness.  This  misfortune  may  be  ow¬ 
ing  to  many  caul'es  ;  and  the  pox  is  one:  if 
a  perfon  hears  a  ringing  and  hilling  in  his 
cars,  and  by  degrees  loies  his  hearing ;  and 
if  he  have  reafon  to  fufped  the  venereal  di- 
feafe ;  and  the  deafnefs  has  come  on  entirely 
fmceftie  caufe  of  that  fufpicion,  he  may 
reafonably  conclude  it  arifes  from  it. 

Asthmas  arife  often  from  the  pox;  and 
there  is  no  way  to  know,  but  by  com¬ 
puting  the  time  of  their  firft  coming  on, 
and  comparing  it  with  that  of  the  danger 
of  infedion. 

In  the  fame  manner  a  latent  pox,  or  the 

remains  of  one  ill-cured,  fhew  them- 

felves 


[  53  J 

felves  fometimes  in  the  appearance  of  a 
jaundice,  and  fometimes  of  a  dropsy  j 
and  in  fome  Perfons  it  has  affumed  the  form 
of  what  the  vulgar  call  the  trembling 
palsy,  an  univerfal  tremor  of  the  limbs: 
but  the  mod  afflicting  circumftance  of  all 
is  when  it  takes  the  form  of  a  slow  fever, 
with  palpitations,  an  irregular  pulfe,  and 
internal  abfcelfes.  This  lafl  is  the  leaft 
fufpecfted  as  to  fuch  a  caufe ;  and  confe- 
quently  the  moll:  mifchievous  of  all. 

All  thefe  difeafes  will  be  imitated  by  the 
venereal  taint}  for  when  it  affects  the  le- 
veral  parts  of  the  body  from  the  obftructions, 
or  other  diforders  of  which  they  arife* 
they  feverally  follow.  One  method  of  dif- 
covery  ferves  for  all;  if  they  be  attended 

with  other  venereal  fymptoms,  the  cafe  is 
clear :  if  not,  the  time  when  they  began 
will  often  Ihew  it.  A  little  attention 
will  make  the  abfolute  and  certain  difco- 
very ;  for  though  the  difeafe  may  firft  Ihew 
itfelf  in  any  of  thefe  fhapes  alone,  other 
fymptoms  will  afterwards  appear. 

As  foon  as  it  is  known,  apply  the  re¬ 
medy  ;  which  is,  mercurial  undtion.  In 
flighter  cafes  it  will  be  fufficient  to  ufe  it 
without  falivation,  carrying  it  off  by  urine} 

but. 
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but,  in  thofe  more  inveterate,  an  abfolute 
falivation  is  the  true  practice  ;  and  it  is  very 
well  worth  while  to  purchafe  health  of 
body  and  peace  of  mind,  for  the  remain¬ 
der  of  life,  at  this  price. 


